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Dear CERCS faculty:

The good news is that CERCS has FUNDS AVAILABLE FOR RESEARCH this year, from our industry donations. Below, you will find a description of the newly established CERCS Industry Grants, Fellowship, and Travel Support Program. PLEASE NOTE THE KEY DEADLINES:

· First application due Sep. 20th.

· Decision by CERCS Exec. Board by Sep. 24th.

· Presentations to industry members, by selected applicants in October. 

(Note: if you apply, you may have to present on Oct. 2nd!)

With this note, we are also supplying you some context for this program and some input concerning the research interests of our CERCS industry members. 

Context.

During the last year, multiple CERCS faculty have been working hard to establish our industry program. Many of you have participated in the numerous interactions we have had with industry members and potential members. As a result, we now have industry members who have contributed funds in two ways:

1. As large research grants to specific CERCS faculty, typically pre-existing last year's efforts: Doug Blough (Raytheon), Henry Owen (Siemens), Mary Jean Harrold (Boeing). Of these companies, Boeing will attend the workshop and is also donating an additional $5,000 to cover CERCS industry program costs. Siemens will not attend, and the attendance of Raytheon remains unclear.

2. As substantial equipment donations, in addition to the research funding listed above and below: Intel: thanks to our many friends at Intel who have given us multiple equipment grants this year: e.g., Ken Mackenzie, Santosh Pande; HP: a substantial Itanium II equipment award to Krishna Palem and to our Middleware/Cluster computing efforts; IBM is working toward a future SUR grant for CERCS researchers.

3. As student fellowships awarded as part of a competitive industry program: Intel has awarded one of its fellowships to a CERCS student, in a competition in which the College of Computing's awards committee selected some student names to go forward, then Intel's internal awards committee completed selections across all of the U.S. applicants (congratulations on your award, Patrick Widener!); a similar process was followed by IBM, with IBM fellowships awarded to multiple students, including CERCS student Christian Poellabauer (congratulations, Chris!).

4. As direct $45K gifts to CERCS, in response to long-standing relationships with CERCS researchers (e.g., Delta Air Lines: thanks go to many helpers, including Greg Eisenhauer and Van Oleson!), in response to repeated visits (e.g., Dell: specific thanks to Matt Wolf and Neil Bright!), or in response to multi-year, multi-student, and multi-faculty interactions (HP: thanks also go to Rich DeMillo; Microsoft gave us a gift and Kishore Ramachandran also has a substantial .net grant). Finally, thanks to Mary Alice Isele for  assisting in  many of  these efforts!

Industry Interests.

In our numerous interactions with industry, here are the research interests we think best represent each company's current interests in the CERCS program (in no particular order). However, we also we encourage the establishment of new ties between CERCS and these companies, including in areas outside of those listed here:

· Dell - cluster and server systems, high end storage and database systems, with current focus regarding CERCS on cluster systems.

· Delta Air Lines - wide area operational information systems, cluster computing, information and database systems, communications and networking, high performance middleware.

· HP - middleware, grid computing, embedded/power-conscious systems, remote services, security and trusted computing are of specific current interest, as far as we know.

· IBM - Linux-based and other server systems, on SMP and cluster machines, business applications, server-centric communications, perhaps middleware, perhaps embedded systems: this is because one of our main points of interaction has been IBM's Linux Technology Center, and because the student fellowship was awarded in the area of embedded and real-time systems.

· Intel - embedded/power-aware systems, communications and networking seem to be the current hot buttons, but as you may know from our visitors, Intel has a very wide range of interests, including computer security.

· Microsoft - security, .net and related middleware, handheld computing, information and internet systems, etc.: a good indication of their current interests is the RFP released recently for their university research grant program.

Other companies/entities attending include Lawrence Livermore Labs, Oakridge National Labs, the National Science Foundation, Schlumberger, and DoCoMo.

A key element of a successful grant application will be interactions you already have or are planning with industry researchers. Please identify the specific researchers with whom you are interacting or are planning to interact, if possible.
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